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passed since the coronation, and he was personally
prepared to stake upon its effective continuance the
due fulfilment by His Majesty's Government of
their general mandatory obligations. The prin-
ciple was accepted by His Majesty's Government
and ultimately recognised in the treaty by an
article which provided that the King of Iraq agreed
to be guided by the advice of the High Com-
missioner on all important matters affecting the
international and financial obligations and interests
of His Britannic Majesty. I doubt whether any
great Power has ever before placed her international
credit so unreservedly in allied hands,, but events
have shown that the confidence reposed in King
Feisal by His Majesty's Government was not mis-
placed.
Thereremained the question of the British officials.
Were they to be servants of His Majesty's Govern-
mentj or of the Iraqi Government, or of both
Governments ? I felt very strongly that the natural
corollary of the decision about the High Com-
missioner was that a very clear distinction should be
drawn between the officers on his staff and those
who were actually employed in the Iraqi administra-
tion. By chance King Feisal lived on the left bank
of the Tigris and Sir Percy Cox on the right, and it
became the practice-, during the negotiations, to
refer to the relations between the two banks of the
river* My theory was that the officials on the right
bank, under the High Commissioner, should be
responsible to His Majesty's Government and those
on the left to King Feisal and the Iraqi Government*
Only in this way could we avoid from the outset
the danger that British advice and assistance might
never cease to be British control In order that the